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I offer no apoligizes for the lateness of tnis, except
to this who sent in money for sample copies snd those
who contributed to this. HCCUS is on no fixed sched-
ule, I can't say when or if the next issue will be out,
but now I'm busy with correspondence, Fanav,; member of.
the new NAPA, on SAES,W[1 (though 1t should be awhile
before I get in) and last and least, -school is supposed

to take up some of my time..

" There .will always be errors, such as.there being two

page lo's in this issue, which was something I could not
help; hence I used the filler page, Als{, _ambeck's -
DETENTION report was supposed to run complete in .this

lssue, but unforseen ccmpliéation have forced me to run
half now and half next time, I also was forced 1o Omdb—-msw:
a few other ltems I'd been planning to use, they'll be
around next time, as well as @ longer lettercol.

Last week I sent in my registration for the Pitt-con, -
and I hope everyone else well, as I'm msking an effort
—  to be up there in Pittsburgh over the Labor Day weekend.
To reglster, send $2,00 ($1.00 for overseas fen) to: Mrs.
| Arthur Archer, 1452 Barnsdale ‘Ste., Pigte 17, Pa.- And be-
sides, the earlier you register, the lower you'll number
‘will be. Ce s 4 S o
I've spent all morning running off stencils, and I'm
hoping to finally finish this issue by tomorrow. The
cover, by the way, is a genuine original Prosser illo,
L~ and so will the one for next issue, I could describe
it, but I won't, No justifiéd margins now, also, the re-
ason being that it takes too muoch time to arrange for them, and
they Jjust aren't appreciated as much as I figured them would be,

It would be wise if I used this column as a vehicle to of-
fer humble apoligizes to all those I may have verbally mistreat-
ed through the letters Bruce Pelz printed in THE SAVOYARD. ‘The
views stated there were 0ld and a bit distorted one, my true
thoughts have changed. All this busginess in re: to snobbery got
too out of Hand I belelve, with everyone taking 1% upon them-
gselves to point out what a fool I was. I appreciate the effort
fellowsy but please, I allready know, Eeleive me, reading just
what someone has written, without knowing that person personglly -~
can give one a very distorted idea of him, To say something is
one thing, but to mean what you say 1s another, And if I never
hear anything else about all this snobbery business it will be
soon enough. ' :

Today, for the records, ig October 19. It is breezy out-

side and warm inside; just the peoper climate. = \ ;
M S o s,
) /



S 1T 4ARD LAR0A
~ /ROBERT  LLOCHY,

"HOCUS might ego monthly--maybe, "

8o says the editor of this magazine, :
"HQCUS had better not go monthly, because if it does the editor
will g0 orazy,or gafia, or both,

Be say I.

I eay 1it, after a careful survey of fanzines after a period
of years; years that began with an endless profusion of fine,
regularly produced fanzines, and finlshed 1in the present time
with a mere trickle of issues, '

It's gotten so, that every time an editor maxes such an

announcement, I sigh, 81t back, and add his name tosallst
containing such famous personages as BenjJamin Bathurst,
Judge Crater, Amelia Earheart, and other people who have dig-
appeareds Because soon enough, that editor--and his publie
ation, are going to vanicsh,
I've seen it happen too often. There wags a8 time, like
back in 1951.52, when you ' could scarecely open your mailbox
without being hit in the head with a new lssue of HYPHEN op
QUANDRY., Now HYPHEN comes out once or twice a year and QUANDRY
has long departed from the fannigh scene, Surely there was
no lack of readership or ego=boo for those two publicationgee
it's Juat that the editors couldn't keep up with the high stane
dards and steady pace, ' v

In the mld-50"s, GRUE emerged, and for a time fans werglele
uged delightfully with fat, faciley produced, fast-tublished
lssues, Now GRUE, 1s in effect, an annual,  And for the same
reasons, '

A BAS was for a time the subject of much reader interest;
fans could scarecly walt to see the next Derogzatlon in itl's
pages, When Boyd Rasburn visited me recently we discuszed the
matter; one of <the reasons A BAS has besome an annual, ovat
best a seml-annual 1s that Boyd had so much trouble thinking up
new material for IDérogatiom, : '

The supply of distinctive, well written materlal, isn'+tknd
less, as he found out: and so did Gregg Calkins who used to
publish on a pretty regular schwdile with OOPSLA and--but I
could turn this 1little commenbery into a checklist by merely .
contimuing to cite the names of once prominent fanzines whigh
ere now moribund or quite dead, No,the sources of material are
limited; heavan knows that prozine editors who receive two or
three hundred submissions a week utter the gsame complaint, so
it's no wonder fan editors face the same problen,

In additlon, 1ife has a way of interfering, PEQN and/INSIDE
went off schedule due to unscheduled personal developments in
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the lives of their editors. It's too early to talk gbout FANAC, but
at the time of thls writing I note that Terry Carr's weekly or bi-
weekly news sheet hasn't come my way for alwost two months now.
Even the most prolific writers burn out. I predict (and some-~
what sadly) that the British Balzac, John Berry, will suffer the
same fate as all the rest--if he comes over here for the LETENTION
he'll write up an account of his trip,do a few more articles,
- he may get conned into promising con- attend-
ees, and then (from mid 1960 on) go into a
literary gafis for a long while, Or an iron
lung (I know these Detroiters),
Look at 1t this way; a TV weekly variety

show--let's take the Steve Allen show for
an easy example-~is aired 39 times a Yyear,
and consists for the most part of guest
stars doiug their acts. Allen himself, in

hig introductions, and in his cketches with
stooges, pirobably averages arcund 20 minutes
a week on camera, The wording involved in
hls appearences is smzll; I'd say 2,000 words
to 3,000 words of writing per . week amply
covers I1t. And yet at the snd of the pro-
gram, the credits roll of the names of any-
where from 5 to 7 fulltime {(and highly paid

writers., In effect, the monithly “wordeount'
of such a show 1s congiderasbly less than that
of the average fanzine, but a crew of at least
a half dozen men work around the clock to
produce that wordage--and don't concern thumsekves with any  tech-
nlecal productions or manuel labor either.

Now granted that the aberage fanzine doesn't measure up to the
Steve Allen show 1in the quality of it's output--and granted too
that we don't intend to strectch a weak analogy too far--thefact
remaing, writing material of a certain formularized work, week in
and week out, calls for a great deal of concentration and effort.
More than the average editor and his contributers can hope to bring
to an amatuer publication on a regular Laniea

So magazines zo under, fan writers go .uder,

Personally, T%d rather see a zin: ~.c: out three or four times
a8 year an coptinue publication, then watch the sudden emersence of
some nova which I'm sadly certain is bDound to burn out. Because,
in fanzline history, when the overproduction phase Passes, there 1is
an opposite swing, and fans revert to doing too little.

Thig observaotion, by the way, is not necessarily confined to fan
publighing; ot-er forms of fanac exhibit the same pendulunlike
characteristics., One has only to think of the mad momentum of the
average conveatlon comittee before the anmual event is staged
end contrast 1t with what happens to the majority of such local
groups once the con is over--but that's another story,

HOCUS going ,.monthly? I hope not. I'd rather see it keep on ap-
pearing. ot
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By Barry R, Milroad

As I sald last time, this month's column
1s subtitled "The Crizin of Chaoss." I'm not
backing down now,

In ca3s anyone had trouble reading my page
in HOUIS #70; MD s gizsses slisped and he ac
cideataily left out & fow lirez. aldiee nv in-
coherencte, Ensush of tils Praviie, now 1o work,
No reaction to HOCUS #10 nas come in yeot, so I
don't know how many tocg to step on at the mom-
ent,

- Chaos, by defini%icn, is confusion or com-
plete disorder, by tie éfrmy it' s SN&FU. But
where does it start, Beitar yeb, since 1% g
not eternal; how dcas it glart?

Any small misurders$sni<nz. given the prop-
er sefquence of followirg eftwsa can turan inio a
form of chaos with grsaut magniiude, . Both World
Wars were organized c¢hzos, S0 was Kores, so
1s Cuba now, So is the middle East. In *he
U.8.A., s0 1s the segregation questlon aftar
belng tossed around for a couple of Years, A4ll
of them date back at least five years. Two of
them date back over a hunlred years, one of these
over three thousand years, :

The World Wars and Xorea can easlily be traced
back in history bocks, The segregation prob-
lem had it's beginning when the first slave
ship from Africs caume to the U.S. in the eight-
eenth century. The Middle East situation be-
gan 1n the days of Abraham when he banishsd Ishmael and his mother,
These small, seemingly insignificant events were the cornerstone of
chaos. The initial moves in a grotesque chess game, These things
all bullt up so that we, the descendents of these-first. blunderes, are
at eachothers throats over some .completely riZiiculous premise like
race supremacy, (I hope I'm not sounded like an 1ldealist. will pro-
bably gBeb le tters from KKK etc.etc, A1l mail will be ansgwered.--~sghoulcd
make good kindling in the winter).

Someone once told me that lost causes are the only ones worth
flghting for, Thab's right, and the bull-headed, bigotted sausgaes
should be buried--like race supremecy, Anolisiss %o ail such D=sple,
the-only-rerson I've ured thelr chaotic crumEe 80-MAC: og an enavnilas
was because it's the most omnipresent,nost bullheaded; most deserving
of iniquity. I you havs any comments pro or con apbout my ramoiings
let me know, Write Berry Niinoad, 91 Locust Aves,Millburn,; N.J.
Citizens comittees send panphn.icie--KKK send bedsheets,
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_ I arrived at the.Plck-Fort éhelby about 3 30 in oo morning,
ebout 2 half hour before opening of” reﬂistratlon. T walked into

the 1obby, found the.stairs for the second’.floor, and walked up.

Therd wére a few fans wandering around out thers, and some of
the Defroit group were attempting to set up things for the reg-
istratlion. ZI-.; finally managcd to get the; .typer, cards, .pro-
grams, banquet notef wnfBf l'e ticxets, TRl themselves organized,

“and the registratlon started,

I was looking around for Sethﬁﬁbhnson, who told me he might
be ah the con, and saw one fan shead of ‘me whom :I figured could

"be him,. Whemn we stirarted to réglster, he tool” cut a wallet :

bearing his neme, and I knew 1t was Seti, * Introductions were
taken care of soon afterwards, though before the con was over I
was a bit surprised by the persons I had seen, - ., - e
‘ After registration was done with, I went into the She;by

.réom where digplays ‘Were beino set up. . rang, ‘were workinL Lo~ or-

‘range lots of pbs and books ahd mags on the. tables.

iThen I noticed G.H. Scithers, who was talking to Marion- Z.“

'Bradley, which made a:.total ‘of three fen whom I.had heard of

preéviously and secen now., As I went out, I ran into:John I oning.
As I was talking with Jchnm, Wally Weber carie up wearing a -

three—prop ‘beanie. . Thed Bruce Pelz came zlong, and I said: hello

to him for George Johnson, who haé asgked me to dc that.. Ually

was also saying hello to everfone i o5 i iNO R 41401 TN

WA IO ey e T ] L W e e, the I73F r'oom would be, and went to 1it,.

I found Alma Hill 4insgide 1t. She went out for a moment, 8o I -

~sat.down tp walt. T started lettering a sign too.

" Walking baek, I came into contact with Dick Fncv andhinr g
quired about what my chances were of getiling TANCYS TOPﬁDTA IIe-
They were good, it seemed, = Thé next fans’ I saw werc Pob and: uuﬁnp
1tg Coulson, who were headling- 'for breakfast. .John Lerry wasn't
hard to spot, since he had on susnenders and a wide moustache,
Wandering back to the N3F room, I found Art Hayes and Stan Xool—
stan there,

e greeting, qcheduled for 1:00 was held at 2:12,. Roger De
Vore did the talking, tho Howard Sims wgs rolled on the stage g
at one ‘point. Following was the introcduction of. iamous names,
including: Dave Kyle, Doc Smith, 4o, Roger Sims,. Sam Moskowitz,
John Gampbell Bob Madle, Asimov, Lelber, Bloch, Falaseo, Ford,
knight,” Emgh, Merril, Dickson, Shaw, Scortla, Millcr, Santessan,
Silverburgy Harmon, DeVet, Ley, Trent, dshbach, Lills, Bradley,



James E. Gunn, Gerry de 1la Rey, Bandy Goldsmith, and Martin Gre-
eenburg,

S0 much for the pros,  Here'r gome of the fans that were
‘there: Rick Sneary, Bjlo, Al lewis, Stan Woolstan, Jack Harness,
Wally Webber, aArt Rapp, Djinn Falne, Ron E111k, Al Lynch, George
Heap, Ben Jason, Noreen Shaw, John Millard, Boyd Raeburn, Burnett
R. toskey, Art Hayes, Bob Pavlet, John & Joan Mangus, Alma HIE] 5
John Koning, Lynn & Carol Hickman, Andy & Gene Young, Bob & Juan-
ita Coulson, Bruce Pelz, Dale Tarr, Fran Light, Earl & Nancy Kemp,
Ray & Suzy Beam, Steve & Viginia Schulthels, Stu Hoffman, Dirce
Archer and Lee Jenkins,

Then Dave Kyle mentiomed the three  sf groupes in New York, and
introduced: Ruth Kyle, Belle & Frank Deitz, George N. Raybin,
Ohris Moskowitz, Dick and Patty Ellington, Ian MaCeuly, B1ll Dona-
ho, Larry Shaw, Sandy Tutrell, Ted & Sylvia White, Tom Condit,
and Gene Copman,

Following that, Harlan Ellison was introduced by Roger Simsa.
Herlan dresses very neat. He had on a ocontinental suit, and horn
rimmed glasses, and one of those soft, sickly green hats with a
shaving brush in the hatband, : : Fagin i

Next.it was Poul Anderson's turn, who .carefully welked to the
speakers’ ‘stand. He talked for awhlle about how a speech should
be given (he didn't 4o it that way) -and how he really didn't have
anythlng to say now, although he had reams for the banquet, He
was folloed by John Berry vho sald that he wag very happy to be sat
the oon, and gratefully thanked Nick Falasca and Norren Shaw for
for all the work ‘they'd done on the Berry fund, as well es thank
. all those who had contributed (tho not individually). He expres-
sed Walt Willis' greetings, and Walt's regrets that he wasn't at-
tending in pergon, Berry had mentioned TAFF during his tzlk, and
called Bob Madle up to explain just what TAFF wase  Madle gave a
brief rundowr on the history of TAFF, and introduced the present
eandidates. Don Ford was present and stood up, BJjo kad Juststep-
ped out, and Terry Carr was unable to .attend the .con, Sims an-
nounced that Willy Ley's speech would be delayed t111 4:00. Tt
had been originally scheduled for 3:00. o7 : _

_ Dean NMcLaughlin (the other .0o-chairman) explained the Auc-
tion Plock, and calleéd up Sam Moskowitz as auctioneers¢ (For those
not familiar with the Aduction Block, the pros anctioned off give
- an hour of .their time to the people get them-~the time is arranged
- 8t wutual convenience). . Sam explalned to the slaves thet they
were up thelr volunterily, since slavery was illegal, but they'a
better do.ds they were told, and do &t of their own free wtll,

' The first pro to be auctioned off was Willy Ley, The bid-
ding started at 10¢ and ended at $12,98. The bidding on,Isaae
Aslmov began at 2¢, He was finally sold for $17. The first bid
oh Poul Andergon was 13¢, The last was $13, Doo E,.E. Smith was
next, The bldding started at {5 and ended with 12, FTive dollar
blde were started with Judith Ferril, but she finally went for
#15. Fmsh was the lagt of the slavee to be auctioned.off: The
firet bid on him was 10¢ and thé last was 514,

All during'the auctloning, Sem Mogkowitz (and Asimov) had
been clowning around while showing the merits of the various slaves,
Bldding for Sam began at one mil ($0,001) and, after Alma H1ll and
some others pooled their money, was sold for $9,
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After the auctlon Sims got up and announced that Willy Ley’'s
talk would be at 4:30, and there would be an sf film shown in
the Cass Room at 7:45., : : &

Will; Ley's speech began et %4:52, His toplc was "Sclence
Fiction and the first ten fears of the space gge:" He said that:
the first ten years of the jpate age are practlically nonexistant
in sf. No author has reelly explored the fundamental work in
space-flight technologr. He talked oan varlous topics, some of
“them being:What will space pilots eat?(Fish and chlorslla ice-
cream), Jet vs. rocket bocsters {(he favors piloted roclket boosg-
tere), recovery of rocketd, how to get a piloted becoster back to
the take-off sight (it wounld glide into a convenient air-port,
then strap on jet engines and flv back), Prolect Saturn (an erray
of eight Jupiter rocket engines in two squares), putting a sat-
ellite in a 24 hour orbit for comrmunications between the U.S. and
Europe, manned space stations (he predicted & maniied space stat-
ion in 6 years) etc.etc. He concluded by snying that these ach-
ievements will depend upon the speed of ocur ccmpetitive resources
with our closest rival; the Sovist Union. '

A question and answer session followed his talk, and Mr,

Ley gave more of his vilews during it, swch as stating that in
time communications satellites will be privately ovmed, although
the government wdll be putting them up,.

It was announced that the fan-author's panel would be at
11:00 the next day. :

Stan Woolstan made an announcement that confused sveryhody, -
It was apparently an apology, but very few people krow to whon
he was apologlzing and for what.

: Then we had PSICNICS UNDER FIRE. The parel ccansisted of Ed
Wood, Murray Yako (who did en article on dowsing rods for ASTCUND-
ING) Ted Cogswell, Tom Scortia, and Jonn Caaptell (vho in my op-
inion, had the rest of "the panel outmimbercd single handed).

Some of the following <lines are quotes, some are my comments,
and some are paraphrasing, /86 you'1ll have to sort it out,

Wood:"Campbell should .not inflict his "personsl eccentricit-
ies" upon the readership.” "When he inflicts his enthusiasm on
me, I resent it.," But...'validity of psionics, that's another
thing." Wood just thought Campsell was nct behaving as o real
editor should After a real dig "...luckily I'm not a profession-
al author." He also asked whether psionics was good for the mag-
azine:"What are your circulation figures?"

Campbell: "Circulation,.ehas increased,..over the last four
years...(the magazine is) still monthly (and is) incresasiag the
page number...(the) publisher is happy." "The policy of ASTOUKI~
ING Science f'iction todax 1s exactly what 1t weas twenty years 2g0...
exploring new frontlers. Campbell added that .space fiight had
allready been explored &n sf and it was not a new frontier:'We
can't rest on our laurels,"

Cogswell: "I'm certzinly not anti-psionics-—-I invented the
first psionics machine"... he got n radio and connected the tubes
with a thread and "I kept calling lars," "Psionics is a legit~
Imate area for investigation, but Cempbell has a responsibility
to the readers that he's not fulfilling. I thought the article
on the Heironymous machine was fine. But I don't like magical
thinkinhie If thege things workes..if Campbell 1s golng to bring
them up..she should follow them upe Campbell has a responsibility
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as an edltor not to pass these things on without following them
up.” "There should be controlled experimentse,.sbody of evidence.es
experimental techniques.":

Campbell: !...dowsing rods...have you ever tried 1t2"

Cogswell: "No," ) . il ‘

Yako: "Experiments have been run. Gonsolidated Edison...has
twenty men In service.,..(who) carry coathangéer rods...80% of the
time they work," : :
~ ‘Cogswell: "Set up sclentific experiments and then you can
B8aVe.en-5,20 peoble went ovsr the grouni...kere are the results,”

Cuurbell: "What you want...(1s) a controlied scientific ex—
periment, What we have presented i1s 'direct perscral experience."

Cogzwell: "Why isn't “here experimental evidence?"

Camzbsll: "The experiment is carried out as dialy experience
in Flint Michilgan,

Scortia: He set up a test. He had a pipe put in one of 12
ldentical comrartments, then had that person who put the pipe
in the compartirent leave the room. Then he brought in a sub-
Ject with a palr of rods. It doesn't "work a dami" for some people,
while for others it works perfectly.

Campbell: "When they bounced a signal off Venus they fed it
through a computer. It said that odds were 1 out of 1¢,000,000
that the experiment had falled. They use these odds as proof
that they've bounced a signal off Venus. But when Rhine gets
odds of 1 out of 10,000,000 they won't accept it as proof. Sc-
entists should name specifications of evidencee.., (and) then
stick to them,”

Then it got wild. Campbell and Cogswell got golng too fast
too quote, although it made good listening if you paid attention.
Cogswell sald that he wanted experiments. Tom Scortia (who gdt
into the brawl) sald that he'd done experiments and that what Cogs-
WLl Wantol was- 4n 'ekblandt Toks CARBIAI1 nald. Be d1d hot want an
explanatlon. Scortia sezd:"If John Y, Campleil did not exist, it
would be necessary to invent him." ,.. "1 Son't know whether I
beleive or disbeleive in psi." He alsd stoixl that 1t's hard to ,
conirol experimentes in pai bevauss Jliks Ia {hs. is ccmpartment
experiment, the experiment could Tte sxplaijr.ad by clairvoyancy
or telepathy. 4nd he wented 2 kncw %% vou set up control can—
ditions? He concluded by saying they should put more sclehce in-
to psi investigations, , : 9 il ; _

Campbells "TRY IT:i.eGet in ond pitehl ...the dowsing rods
don't do a damn thinf. I%'s the guy holding tham thab does it."
(He explained that tliey had done zxpariments with rods moinied
on platforme and ths rcds only worksd when held in *he hands. And
““that his publighier 1s ‘thz "mcst expert operator with the rcdids
that I've known.” He added that psionics had been in pragmatic,
practical use, for yemrs;.

Someone answersd that witchceraft had been in pragmatic, prac~
tical use for years.

Campbell answerad: "Preciselyl"

The audience gromsned, 1t wes about 6:50 and the panel broke
ups  I'went out“for-aluass, I went 1o ,the place that I hrd gone
for lurich, but had twe Jarburgers thaere, r*astead cf one,

When I got back I found Gremgz ang XKhan Trerd. and we wendered
all over trying to find some actjon. .. Someofie’told us that the
Detrodt sulte was room #1837, We took the elevator to the 18'th
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flobr. No room #1837, ‘After riding the eiéﬁﬁ*ér POrte 4 le, and

" asking around, we found 1t was room #1873. Ve want chk up and

entered., We had Just gotten settled one samcone shooed us out,ex-
plaining the suite was being closed for the evening. '
So we left for the Cass Room vhere they were golng to hold

movies. The fiim was an extremely amatuerish production. No

gound on the movile, but they had a tape which was more or less syn-
chronized with the fllm, no words though, Just music, The film
concerned the adventurss ¢f a groud of srace travelers from Earth.
They iand on one plaret, see what is obviously a beach scene played
in fast motion, and l.zeve, | On the next planet they are captured
by BEMs, wkich were kind of cute looking, at that.

B At 8:20 I went down to the Coral Room where the fancy dress
ball was to be heldt. DPractically no one was there., Later, the
. band started warming up, and some more- people began to arrive.

- .Eventuslly, some people in costume showed vp. Randy Garrctt was
Henry VIII or something similar;.XKaren Amdgrson was a vanpire (with
wings)., I'm indebted .to the Philly grouo 5-ghot for the list

- ., of awards:

MOST FANNISH: Bill Donsho «~ dregsed as a certalnh Robin Hood
charactor, carrying a sign reading:
: TIRST FANDOLI
3 IS NOT TEAD
i : --FrigyTucker

BEST BASIC ANATOMY Nancy' Shapiro - Soacogirl in green.

MOST NAUSEATING: Al Lewis - victim and Puppet 1csb¢r, il
missed this one).

i MOST BEATIFUL: Joe Christoff (I miaged this one t60).

CLEVEREST: Betsy, William, and Margeret Curtls - Mathematl-
lcal family. Now this one I saw. I got a pretty good look, since
they were at the next tghle., I don't know who wes which,- but one
of the women was 4 and A. Her front was A and had three treasts,
labeled true, false, and true.  Her VYack wes A and also’ had three
breasts, which were labeled pevheps. improbable, end maybe.

The man was psi (or null-psi?). The 005uvme liked pretty
.much the same on both sideg, ldke an est“o“nnc” g _get upe.

The younger woman (or teen-ager) was E and E. In back she
was E. OCartesian co-ordinste psper was pinned on the top of her
costume., Down around her buttocks she had a graph,gf agymptotie .
lines approaching plus ianfinitr. In front she was K. Saddle-
shaped space outlihed her breasts, while curved quce was around
her abdomen and suchlike, down tc her legs.

The reason I missed most of the things was I left at 10:30
to catch a train, being to cheap to get a hotel room.

e And now a couple of quotes from the Philly 3-shot to show what
happened after I left

FROM THE YKRDEL S OFFICE: The nmanagement requests that as
of now, folk singing in the ha’lwav of the 17th floor will hereby
cease, at 4:30 in the morning., Attention: Djinn Falne, John and
Joanne Magnus, George Heap and others. They had names, but at
4:30 who cen remember them?

The latest official count of registrees 1s 521.

(This was part one of Bob lLambeck's report; part two will be
in the next issue),



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertising is accepted in this
section upon receipt of the .usual
" fee of one letter containing the
advertisement to.be Placed.

WANTED: A divorce, s/Husband
WANTED: A man, s/Wifz

WANTED3s Sugper. s[(h Lid
FOR ‘SALE: -Slightly used 1959 pick-up

.trucks ‘Am no longer_allaved to-make

p1ck-ups.' Write "Newly Wed Husband"

'-¥/o box 6, this publication. .

WANTED: "Astounding" and "Amazing" H
magazines prior o 1929. Pay top:

rates. Also, *op prices for all
"Galaxy" issuas hefore MNovember
1056, M. Decliinyer; 8% Lacusts
Millrurn, New .ewcey. Nc¢ j:hone
calls. plegse.
FUR SALE: Cne iscue Sezrs, nrse-
buck catalog icr 1$57. Has been
stored more--or~less out of doors.

_ Write: Range heailquarters, Running.
S Ranch, Nuevo Laredo, Guadlajara,.

Mexice.

WANTED: Baby-sitter. Contact Papa.

Dionne.

WANTED: Junk furniture. Any con-
dition. Best prices. Abble's
Antique Center: ll Brokenup Ave,
FOR SALE: America's finest tra-
ditional antiques. Abbie's An-
tique Center:; 11 Brokenup Ave. .
WANTED: Women. Contact Range ,
Central; Sierra Frio Range, LAZY J
RANCHES; Post Office Box 445; Ros~-
well, New Mexico. Call prepaid
MAin 2-0382 extension 43.

WANTED: Armed guard. idust be on.

the alert and capable of working -

against big odds. . Contact Range
Foreman; Sierra Frio Range, LAZY J
RANCHES: Post Cffice Box 445; Ros-
well, New Mexico. Nc telephone
calls, '

"FOR SALE: Slightly usecd pistols.

- Priced for quick sale. #urder,
Incorporated. Brooklyn, New York.
WANTEDs More women,

WANTED: A man. Coniact "Woman -
telephone FIreside 9-6328, Santa
Fe, New Mexico.

LCST: 1759 model Thunderbird. If found
please contact "Chief", Comanche Indi-
ggsl_ﬂgfo4<h Peservation, Oklahoma.
FCLIDs 1752 model Thunderbird. Owner . - .
mav have same by paying for thunder
stolen oy this bird.. Contact Paleface,
Iincoina. Meknzgkas
MEN WANTEDR: heed. e(perlenced auto re-
paixmen. Joe's Garage. 1297 Northeast
Wescern Avenue, Will train beginners.
AUTO REPAIRS: Only factory-trained
experts work on your car at Joe's

1297 N stern A
FOR RENT: Recently vacated room. Good
views Low rate. Contact "Warden" at
Sing Sing. Also, a few vacancies will
be available overlooking river.
TRADE: Second hand suit. Good condi-
tion but needs cleaning. Gray and white
stripe. X. Cahnvik:; Bowrey, New York.
URGENT MEEDg -Will pay top prices for
air pollutlon control devices. A%
present need ~rethod of removing old
tires, stripped gears, broken glass,
crushed pedestrians from air of large
cities. ' Also, want method of prevent-
ing overaccumulation of Sputniks in
upper, atmosphere. Contact Patent Cff-
ice, Washington 25, D. C.
WANTED AT ONCE: Anti-gravity device.
Contact "Launching Officer"; Cape
Canaveral, Florida.
WANTED: Thrze minutes of Stage One
rocket fuel, Call MOonflight 2-6000.
FOR SALE: Western boots. Hand made.
Easteon Boot Shop, Wiillburn, New'Jersey
WANTED: Western boots made for feet.
Contact "Sorefoot! Joes Route 11 Box
31Cs_Albuguergue, New Mexico.
WANTED; Mgnav. s/Edltor, HOCUS.

WANTED: Telephone equipment in-
stallers. High wages, good work-
ing conditions. Needed at once to
assist in work on unexpected need
of equipment in New Mexico. See
Mountain States' Telephone office.

Have you .seen the new Cape Canaveral
countdown? It goes:

10 Porid o4 1
9 6:1 3 oh,

8 5 2 Damnf.
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In Australia, fan activity goes back hefore the war, when
there were a few fans in Sydney, and even fewer elsewhere.  There
Was an aborltive SFL Chapter in 1936-7, then the Futurian Society
of 8ydney, founded in November ‘39, continued up to ilate 1943,

It was suspended till June '47, when most of the same group re-
formed 1t, After several years of small scale activity on tlse
traditional patteren, with a membership up to a eeers or so, there
was a change of pace. Activity was very irregular. wita muet-
ings goling on regular, but anything elee Gving ou’ from time

to time; about the end of 1950, things wurs verr dead and cal-
led for a revival. Instead of merely f.:l. wrimg on and livening
up the existing group, we started = % 14 .n: THe fAustralisn S.F.
Soclety, of which I was the Sevieato. .o g Lorpose was to
£ind and reeruit s.f., fans, ani e=. . .:-i:, o get groups start-
ed in other centers. It was verr .si:7i i3l for about three
years. Local doings were promote:? L. is.i the FSS gradually
beceme a body to which only a mimeri®; oi Local fans attended,
We had many non-FSS members regulariy cou:ss to meets, and even
dolng things on their own account, and in .2e end it was more

or less inevitable that we should have a rival organization, and
the community split up into a violent schiem. But before it

8ot to that stage we had a clubroom, meetirgs three times weekliy
with attendences averaging about forty o the main nights, and
all kinds of things going on. By 1956, we had ended up with 3
handful of fans, and nothing much doing. 4nd thers hus not
been a serious move fcr revival ever since.

The FS3 emerged from the fallure with a smzil wenkerghip,
and 1t's fairly expensive library, which is now in my charge-

Not having adequate premises makes it imposgsible for me to cpen
it to local fans. But I've been running it for postal borrowers
ocutside Sgdney, and the service 1s gradialiy emtending, &%
present I m trping to get a weekly meeting in the city started.
but there’s not much enthusiasme. 8o any activity of the FSS wiil




-1ll-

be managed for the time being by it's executives. Which is NOT
saying. there can't bs any more activity. Besildes the library,

we have a campaign under way ‘to bring in more associate members
from the whole of fustralia to use . it, anu Wwe are planning a mime-
eographed publication titled "Notes and Comments” which will
take & more sober view of sf than most fanzines do. There have
been published two indexes to lLustralian s.f. magazines, with
similar coverage planned for many fustralian pimphilets of a few
years ago, and there is even an Index to British SF magazines
which will be publighed soon,:

I intend to soon bring out a small pamphlet explaining
the ISFS and giving some of the activities here, There used
to be handbooks put out by that unfortunately titled affair;
Operation Fanjast, and that is the kind of thing I will evon-
tually be alming at in my publication. The first issue will
have a ligt of addresses of the main s.f., organizations, with a .
few words about them, , |

As for other Australiam groups., Well, the ASFS as I sald,:
brought many fans to the lights, and mainly as a stunt to focus
attentlon on 1%, the FSS sponsored a campalgn in Sydney in
1952, One Melbourne fan came, -and after a high-pressure cam- .
- paign from this end, a club was started in Melbourne. The FBS
. put on two more conventions in the next two years, and they
were strongly imitative of the lmerican conventions.

Our conventions were frankly publicity stunts. We knew
that practically all those attending would be from Sy&ney and
nearby. BUt we did try to get a few from other areas, and at
‘the business sessions called on thwm to talk about their Ticlds,
By the third Conventlion it was falrly successful, and actualliy
gave the impression of something like a genuine meeting of re-
presentitives from several groups. To read the report ws got
out of the affair, you'd think the movement was pretty firmly
establisghed, but actually, it was mostly a faise front.

‘ The Melbournse group was mainlv Jjavsuile for a long timee-
there were adults, but they didn't ae® tnak way. But they
have come along gradually. N)N tasy o7 4 small e¢lubrcom in

the city, a falr-sized library. an’ -l:ﬂt\;y attendance of two
dozen or so, For a long time tuzy "' :1.ned several fan mag-
azines which were awful to star: wi... .n¢ didn't improve much,

Mervynn Binsg, the present leader OJ“&’;Llully produces a sheet
with news of this group. It's a good ideam, but it's appearence
is terEIble.

n Adellade, after a great deak of fumbling around, the
dozen or .so0 known fans there got together in August 1953 and
agreed .to start meeting fortnightly and to also set uvp a 15b-
rary. They're still meeting in the vciuaiser libvrarian’s hcme,
but the collection has greatly increaged; and now numbers mcre
than three thousand seperate items. They abde a hapry groun, but.
they're uninterested in fan publishing or any other of the num-
erous activitles, and henme, they’'re rarely heard from. But
I certainly would call them the most successful fan cliub in
Lustralia. There membership now reaches near 100 or more, and
the aversge attendence of the meetings is about thirty.

B e T T e e b

It's alive Professorem~—m--I tell you the mimeo is alive.
%ﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ&%&*ﬁﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ**&*%&##%%*ﬂ**ﬁ%ﬁ*#ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁ#ﬁﬁ%&%ﬁ%ﬂ%%&%ﬁ#ﬁ#&%ﬁﬂ%
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I've seen both these groups, having recently gone on a
tkree weeks trtp to ddelalde with my wife, and have stopped at
Melbourne on tihe way bazk.

In Brisbaie, a few fans got together in the dame way as the
Adelalde group, and about the same time:but thsy have never got
past the stage of twenty-odd people, thougn they still meet mon-
thly. 1In Perth, though, there was a forceful #zn well known
overseas; Roger Dard, and a couple of others with plenty of ideas,
but somehow nothing has ever been done in the way of organizing.
In Hobart,Tas. we have the internationally know Don Tuck of the
Handbook and a very few others, Don started a Hobart Futurian
Society during the war, but 1t did very little, There have been
clubs that began and lapsed in Cenberra (which is our rational
capitol, even though it's in reslity, just a zmsll town), There
Bave also been similar groups started in Goulbuin, WNSW,, New-
castle, NSW, and Mb, Gambier, S.A. All with the same resulta.

We of the FSS are not in favor of most of the doings of
fans overseas, We don't support the adolescant antics of U.S. aone
ventlons, and we don't approve of most fan publishing; we don't
like to see s.f. linked with fantasy, comics, and what have yow,
We beleive that thougl: the early fan movement was well meant and
did some good in the thirties, we feel it's done more harm than
good in the present. What SF needs now is some more adult and
critlcal support, some practical information servixes, and some
ser@ous discussion and study. And a genersl effort to ralse
standards all around. Bevause the ISFS seems to offer a hope of
progress, we're supporting it, though we don't expect much result
from 1t for a while. We frown on the emblam of Saturn and a rock-
et not only because SF 1s more than space flight and shouldn't
be tied to 1t, but because these symbols have been used by comlcs
and the worst SF enough to make them unsuitable for us.
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"You know Alan--this is all wrong," said the Professor,”

It can't be left to one man, I just can't make up my mind, you
see, I think YOU should share in the decision,”

We stood for a moment,

Then I said,"Well, it's not very difficult Professor--after
all, we've only GOT sardine or cucumber sandwiches left., Which
1s it gotng to be?"

He thought for a moment.

"The sardine," he said with great deliberation.

The professor and I had been working flor many months on a
new creation--The Food of the Dodd's, which caused immense growth
in any organism that absorbed it., Unfortunately, 1t had gotten
out of hand, owing to the professor's absent-mindefiness and what
with gilants, huge rats, mice the size of ponies, ponies the
size of elephants, elephants the size of mammoth things, quite
a blt was out of control, 8o much so that we had to destroy
the food with the exception of a small sample which we stored
in the amall room where we kept our old clothes. Not to be
used again, but just to remind us of the fact that we occaslon-
ally do produce an inventlon that work.,

Unfortunately, we hadn't reck ... with the moths,

Beilng full of old clothes, the »0ci accumulated 1t's natur
al share of moths, which made their hcme in our clothes. Con-
stant eating away of these had left not much in the way of cloth-
ed at all, and when the pocket of one coat which contalned a Jar
of the food finally gave way with a rending tear, 1t spilled
the container onto the floor, and the food was loose agalin, and
80 were the moths...

"Do you hear a banging?" inquired the Professor one morn-
ing, peering up from his microscope trying to identify his break-
Tast.

There seemed to he a hammering coming from the old room in
which we kept all the old clothes and rubbish from time to time,
We both investlgated the clattering--and opened the door,

"Well," sald the Professor ten minutes later,"We can't sit
around here without any clothes on--haven't you got anything
at all we can wear?"
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"The food is in control ag-
ain," he moaned,"glant moths—-
eating everything, all the cloth-
es, all the--hmmmmnm. Shall we
put on these suits of armor and
venture out?"

Our assistant Brewce, pant-
ing, entered the laboratory,

"The moths are heading for the
coast," he said,

"The coast,” I repeated,” how
do you know?"

There's a horde of them fly-
ing over Victoria Station, that's
how,"

Victoria Station? For all
points South--For the contin-
ents--for Brightoh..e.

"They're heading for the
beach," roared the Professor
frantically," all those woolen
bathing costumes, that's what
they're after. We've got to
stop them, We've gct to warn
the people., "e've got to warn
all those girls, we've got to---
hmmm--y'know Alan, if we got a
Tast train down there we could
be tgere in time to watch it hap-
pen,

"Professor,” I said discust-
edly," how could you suggest
such a thing? That two men of
science such as you and me--
you suggest we should £o down to
Brighten im euessuwltg of armor;
Just to watch a lot of moths
strippinge s« ummm——-=when did
you say the next train lesves
for their??"

Although the suits of armor
were pretty cumbersome we both
finally winched and levered our-
selves onto the train and were
down there in an hour. There
was no sign of the moths at all--
everythlng was the same as it al-

ways was. People all on the front,

along the plers, on the benches,
signing their names "Mr, and lrs,
Smith" in the hotel registers.
We took our seats on the bench,
selected a couple of deck chairs,
and sat down.

"
e

-
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Here we remained for almost two hours, There was no sign
of the glant moths that had eaten our clothess Perhaps, like the
weed killer that causes giant growths in plants to kill them, the
food had destroyed the moths in‘ “he same way.

"Quick Proffesor-~quick,MOVE," I suddenly shouted to him,.

; “Why, what's happening? What horrible turn of events could
t be?

"The deck chair attendant,he's coming to collect the money."

We moved as rapidly away from the beach as possible, while
Brewce went to find somethling further to eat. Fe come back
pralsing the food there heartlily, which received from the Frof-
essor the following remarks: "How many times must I tell you we
are faced with a moth invasion and a1l you seem to think about
is enjoying yourself. Any more of this and I'll put my armor
back on and tell this blonde to stop rubbing oil on my backe.,,”

"Professor," said Brewce ominously,"There's a huge dark shad-
ow over the Downsg.,"

"What 1s 1t?" asked the professor anxiously.,

"Er--nothing," said Brewce," just a huge, dark shadow., I
thou§ht you might be interested...”

We need a weapon,"ordered the Professor, pointing to the
war-time relic on the front., A twenty-five pounder. I sat there
idly and then pulled a piece of string at the bottom of the gith,

YT dand 't s inlelY - satd - tiile Brekest severely," there was any
need for you to sink the pier like that. But it's really not
too bad, because Brighton has two piers, I'm sure,"

The portable radio that Brewce had been carrying suddenly
spoke up with the news that the moth fleet had been sceen heading
across the channel, They were on a direct route Mor’ Farisd

"Paris?™ I said,"Paris? I vemember when T was in Paris a
couple of years ago..."

"Keep your voice down,"ordered the Professor,"we don't want
everyone to hear your sordid reminiscences—~——-------——Whisper
it to us later,"

"The boat is ready," said Brewce, stcienly appearing with a
small sailing boat in tow, "I've talken vhe srecaution of putting
a machine gun inside, a couple of Lugers, a Mauser and a palr of
pom—poms."

’JHst like Brewce," I muttered,"always thinking of his stom-
aChese
We belted across the channel in double-quick time, It would
have been quicker if we had some ocars, but we did the best we

could with cur belts.

Parls was deserted. 411 the population must have been
@riven crazy. I could tell this because they were all hiding in
the river, and everyone knows that in Paris it's the same as
driving one in Seine.

"Looky shouted Brewce," at that tall building. The moths have
attacked and stripped it--only the scaffolding is left.”

“"That's the Eifel Tower,; it always looks like that," I shouted,

But of the moths there was no sign. We sailed back to Eng-
land, But we made on error. There must have been female moths
in the cupboard, and on the way back the becat was attacked by them,

After all, as everyone knows—-———-female moths cannot resist
a sall...-o..
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A reply to Mr, Hamlin gnd Mr. Durham
/by Bill Durkom/

In the last HOCUS, two "gentleman" were on hand to try to
bersuade me to mend my ways and be a good boy., One wrote on
baseball, a subject so dear to my heart, 1t gives me heartburn
every time I think of i1t. The other misgulded one preached to
me in a manner befitting a back-to-God evangellist, and made more
of an idiot out of himself than any evangellst could, Since
these two are Just begging for repkies, I shall take it upon
myself to put them back where they belong, On second thought,

I think they allready Xknow where they belong, and so would any-
one else who's read their two items.

First Mr, Hamlin, since you come first in the zlne, and
you at least are braver than my other adversary; you give your
neme while "Bull Durham" 1s too much of a hit-and-run coward
to admit his. You remind me of the average, obnoxious bageball
Tan who 18 out to show the world what a great and universal
geme 1t 1s, And you even admit to being a sports reporter, which
ls one mark against you allready.

Why have their been critics of baseball? Does this question
really puzzle you so much that it frequently robs you of nights
of sleep? The reason there have been critios of bageball is that
it deserveg to be criticized, Just 1ike most any other sport does,

I am not a frustrated athelite as you so snidely hint, And
if I was a frustrated athelite, I would not be frustrated becausge
of bageball. I can only think of the morons whose one ambition
in 2ife is to become a famous ball player, and to this they prac-
tice extremely stenuosly. Idiots--all of them, I wouldn't care
to have the so called "talents" that many of these morons posses,
what kind of talenb 1g it to be able to hit a ball farther than
the other guy with just a wooden stick, Sure some can do it bet-
ter than others, But does thils take talent? No, 1t Just takes
practice, And I certainly wouldn't waste my time practicing any-
thing as foolish as that, As far as the money is concerned, of
course I wouldn't object to having what some of those idiots do,

You cansider that "the sheer drama of eighteen superbl
endowed young men 1s something that has no equal in suspense".

I say baloney to this, 1I'd rather look at eighteen superbly
endowed young WOMEN, than eighteen superbly endowed young men,

And what suspense 1s present???? The last (and only) time I viewed
& game, I didn't find any suspense present. All I found there

was boredom. I could have fallen asleep, but I saved myself from
this fate by turning to something else on the Tk N0, ;I must

say I've never seen Rabe Rauth strike out, but I strongly doubt
whether I'd be moved to tears by viewing such a great moment.

And if someone named Bobby Thompson hit a homerun, good for him.

I really don't care whether he did or didn't. Imagine, zoing

to pleces jJust because some charactor named Willey from your state
Was able to play a little better than the usual riff-raff, 7Tsk,
tsk, your gentamentality is loathsome, Mr, Hamlin. And if exper-
lence any "mind soaring excitement" when you see the ball drop into
the stand, I strongely recomend that you see a good psychiatrist,
Perhgps he ¢an do something to help you, though in Your case,
curing seems like an impossibility,
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And I hope that will succeed in putting you in your place, Mr,
Hamlin, and if it does, I'd advise you to stay there.

Now we come to Mr, "Bull Durham" who is obviously afraid
to voice his views under his own name, so he has to pick a psoudo-
nym that is insulting to me. I don't even know whether I should
take the time to read Durham's babblings, since 1t's probable
that you have really nothing t& say, and your thoughts lack com-
plete conviction if you are so unsure of yourself that you won't
even use;'your own name,

My, ny Mr, Durham, you intimate that my outlook on life
seems 'to hide a great hatred for society's mores." Congratul=-
atlons on your expert deductions, I wonder how many weeks it took
you to figure out that fact. No doubt you needed assistance to,
in determining my true nature, but you finally arrived at a con-
clusion, and for your efforts deserve your own Xey to the wash-
room, or at least visiting privileges.

I say the only immensity contained in the Bilble is that
thousands of people are willing to accept it as a holy book
without making the slightest verification toward it's true lean- -
ing. It's ok as fiction, but once you start beleiving in the
Bible it's time to call the men with the white coats. I am not
the only one who knows the true nature ahd value of the Bilvle,
_there are others, these "sheep" as you put it, who have a faint

5k $rems wentc yAe Jeon oRii Jsn, 1REIRS OF?1%CtheénseImEElE But
most of them are so bound By
custom and tradition that they
are afraid to rebel against
these forces, and thus are con-
tent to be led around by the
real huclsters,

How good a judge of san-
1ty am I, you aske Well I know
one thing; I know that it would
be best if you webe put away
Bdy: o ‘@6 pagtiy" T TP ind
yor - uitude even more depl-
orszble than Mr, Hamlin's.

T"here is no proof of
value to religon, It does not
mean anything, and can offer
HoiipiEoer Sustiricdtions*" Yes,
I'éd call him a heel to his face,
and I'd like to do the same
to you. If enough people wise
up Durham, and reslize that
persons like you are in the min-
ority and are to be ignored,
something might come of this
world, ‘When my day of judge-
ment comes, if it does, If1l1
apit in his eye. And so Mr,
Durham, it's revealed that you
have an astounding mind, keep it
' up and~Iopreddct somed-F you'll
% be safely locked up in a pad-

i ded cell,
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by Vie Ryan

THE PLOT AGAINST EARTH by Calvin Xnox and RECRUIT FOR ANDRCMEDA
by HMilton Lesser. Ace double books D-358, 35¢, 250 pages,

THE PLOT AGAINST WARTH by Calvin M. Xnox (Bob Silverbursg) is
a poorly written, hurried development of a not especially new
theme. This theme concerns the mysterious "hypnojewels", that
can corrupt a man's mind and make him an lncurable addlict; the
similar story that immediately comes to mind is Webber Martin's
"Spacerogue" in the last issue of INFINITY. There, however, the
Jewels were called Btarstones, but were equally i1llegal. In
fact, Martin's short novel is infinitely superiour to Silverburg's
novel,

Lloyd Catton has been assigned as a figurehead member of the
Interworld Crime Commisgsion., Tarth is a relatively new member of
the "Big Four", or the four major races of the GalaXV,..s0 Cation
isn't expected to have any power; hls appointment is merely a kind-
ly gesture.

From here on in, Bob spoils the plot and ending qith 1little
hinte dropped here and there, some very bad characterization, and
a poorly concelved willain whom everyone knew was The Bad Guy.

Not a good book at any means, but interesting reading...if only
to find the obvious inconsistencies present. Rudding authors:
read this to see what not to do,

RECRUIT FOR ANDROMEDA by lMilton Lesser has such great poss-
ibilities that 1t's regression seems 211 the worse, You know,
the bigger they are, the harder they fall...

Every year thousands of young men sre chosen for the myster-
lous "Nowhere Journey", the title of this dangerous mission
1sn't exagerated, as you'll see when (and if) vou read this,
Anyhow, Ilit Temple has been chosen and fcndly says good bye to his
lover, etc.etc.,seas no one has ever returned from the mission in
thirty years., This story is so suspensively woven that it showed
real posslbilities., Just where "nowhere" is, why scores of good
men are stationed there, etc,etc, makes an intriguing book--=how-
ever, near the end, Milt seems to have grown tired with it, and
been unable to come through with anything resembling a deceint
ending.

The general impression that these bocks léave is bad,...both
seem rather hurried (as do most ACE books). Toth Tell short on
the endings and lack really good charactors. Recommended only
for completists and rich people, That's all, AVCIDY

EDITCR'S NOTE: The magazine version of the Lesser novel or=-
1ginally appesr in IMAGINATION 1n '53 under the title VCVACE
TO NOWHERE.
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ALIENS 4, A collection of stories by Theodors Strrgeon, Aven
T-304,220 pages, 35¢,

I've always 1llked Sturgeon. I liked THE DREAMING JEWELS, A
TOUCH OF STRANGE, THE COSMIC RAPE, and others, Now, along comes
ALIENS 4, a collection of &4 longer Sturgeon pieces, Suddenly I
don't like Sturgeon anymore.

All four are reprints; one from F&SF, another from aSF, another
from VENTURE, and the last CACTUS DANCE, one which you might not
have seen previously, from LUKE SHORT'S WESTERN MAG,

The first story; KILLDOZER, from a '44 aSF, concerns g myste
erioug life form which inhabits machines. Naturally, in the ine
terests of a good story, this form hates humans.,.and it happ-
ens to have 8 of them cornered on a small island while working
on an engineering project, The 70 pages of thls story concerns
1tself with the plight of the engineers, or allegorically, the
triumph of Good over Evil, A very poor story in my estimation,
lacking in enough chgracterization to supply one hero, without
the introduction of a second, Actually, the machine is by far
the most human charactor. Wasted effort,

CACTUS DANCE 1s a poor bit of style copyinges+80 poor I'm not
even sure who it's supposed to be~~perhaps Lovecraft, It's the
story of a strange little girl who can't seem to take roots
(read the story to understand the pun), and a rather cracked Pro=
Tessor., Ahyway, it's in narratibe for, with the narrator nar-
rating the professor's narration. 4nd the idea isn't g6 hote=
besides that, the slam-bang ending is milding and not at all
terrifying.,«0r even interesting, e z -

THE COMEDIAN'S CHILDREN, a novelet from VENTURE, is probably
the best of the lot, It have a plot, even though the real mean~
ing is easily deduced., Only average, but the best of these four,

THE (WIDGET), THE (WADGET), AND BOFF is a confusing and meane
ingless, if not plotless, bit of space filler from F&SF, Une
doubtedly one of the worst short novels I've read,

Sturceon dhroughout these storles seems to have one thing in
mind:word rate, Every story is fully three times the needed or
desired length, with the possible exception of THE COMEDIAN'S
CHILDREN, Ted tries to be a little Poe-ish, I think, with his
detalled prologue technique, but where Poe's jabbers serve to
stimulate interest, Sturgeon confuses, bores, and almost drives
away the reader. DPlty the poor layman who picks this up and eith-
er Judges thls as the best Sturgeon or the Best S.F. or both, cause
he's in for a blg letdowvn, A poor book, définitely not recomended,

THE FOURTH R by George O, Smith, Ballantine books no, 316 K,
156 pages, 35¢. o S .

4s demon knight would say,"Thls is science fiction?". And may-
be he'd be right, ' :

This story is sbout a young man by the name of James Holden,
Although James isn't a natural genuls, he has the use of an ame
azlng Invention concelved by his parents,..an invention that
makes learhing a snap. Soocn, at the age of 5, to be exact,
James has the knowledge of a high school graduate,
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James and his parents are re=
turning home from "Uncle Paul'
house when suddenly there's a blow-

za-Olte-80d, the car swerves madly down
an embankment., James is unharmed,
but finds both his parents dead,
and belelves that somehow Uncle
Paul" had something to do with
ite The latter becomes hls guard-
lan, and possesor of the teach-
ing device.

James leaves home filled with
hatred, with the mind of an adult,
He 1is found though, and returned
home. Several months later he ,
attempts to run away agazl:, and is:
again re-captured. However, a..
thiréd time he manages to make
good his escape and stays away -
for many years, absorbing knowl-
edge and perfecting his machlne, ..

A court btattle follows soon af-
ter Paul finde him--Paul claims
that James has been deprived of
his youthful happiness, James does-
n't deny thi:, but begs the court
to grart him full rights. The leg-
al points here are outstanding, as
each side presents infallible bits
of loghies

Of course the sf gimmick 1n the

s heekwis the educator., But l1ls that
really fiction in our modern world
of  sleep-teaching, hypno educatlon,
etc,etc? If your interests are
confined to strictly sf with the
ordinary ingrediants of hero, hercs
ine, adventure, sex, Ilntrigue,
then don't bother wilth thls book.
You won't find any of that in here,
However, if you enj)oy a fresh,
challenging concept, .and a real
human drama, with the most plaus-
fble of facts, then,thls-is-the
book for you, The charactorlzat-
jon, in most parts, 1s superb; the
plot exhibits no basic structure
flaws; motivation 1s always clear,
even 1f Right and Wrong aren't,

. I can't recommend this book too
highly. Buy 1it.
R T e v T

Vote for clean government, vote Fﬁ@ﬁ?fib
for Brother Frank Jares,
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Ron E1lik, Berk

About the Squirrel ‘Cage; I admiﬁ there is a -thin dividing line

between serlous
reading SHAGGY

never been an i
was serious. 1

LEZZERS

Ve

eley, California |

writing and tongue-in-cheek, but if you have been
gsince it's resurganee, you'll note that there has
nstallment of my column (until SHAGGY 43) that
don't write serious stuff very much, end I al-

most never write serious Squirrel Gages.

The N3F has

.. take criticism,
“For cAiticien it
who says I don'

a very larie complex of some sort--they can't
} Well now, I think 1t just depends on what kind

1s and how it's offered. If you get someone
t like the N3F because no BNFs ere in it, and then

‘says 1t's bed BECAUSE of that reason, well T don't think that's
a very valld one; the N3F 1g NOT a club for BNFe--Md]. I consid-

er my remarks 1
aroused enraged

This over-defensive mechanism exists in the N3F, and 1t doesn't

exist in most o

n SHAGGY as constructive criticlsm, yet they have
roars from other Neffers.

ther groups to thls extent., Most fan-clubs can

take a 1ittle fun poking or serilous criticism with at least a
shrug--but the N3F usually assume it to be = direct attack.

You know, if
destroyed me, 1

T was serious about destroying the N3F before 1t
'3 have to wear ear-muffs to do 1t, The screams

of anguish would deafen me, otherwise.
Answer me this: If the NJF 1s neither the worst group nor

the best group

in fandom, what is the best, and vhat 1s the worst?

| Tt's hard to give a direct answer to these, NJF serves a pur-

pose, gust abou
couldn
different kinds
are the "eorres
the "home" grou

t the way all the others do. And besides, you

t lump evety fan-group together, because they are of

s there are the spas, like FAPA and SAPS, there
pondence" groups like N3F and ISFCC , there are
pe whieh meet at one particular location period-

ically like LASFS, ESFA, etc.etc. and I don't think they can

fairly be compa
if you have any
"I don't. In my
short by virtue
N3F has fullfil
last ten years.
to me, but sinc
ficially assocl
You're wrong
making them pay

red with one another--Mdl. I Just want to know
get standard for measuring these things, because
mind, an organization makes the grade or falls
of fullfilling it's main purposes. I don't think
led 1ts purpose until now,..at least, not in the
Whether it did before 1947 or so is unknown
e Widner, Speer and Ackerman ceased to be of-
ated with the elub, it has gone to the dogs.
+ 1f the club started conscripting RNFs without
it would not be good for it, I am assuming that

by BNFs you mean people who have been around fandom a loooung

time. Deckinge
much deadwood ©
They might have
chain themselve
1lish for NAFA.

r, 1f the club did that they would have just that
n the roster, because these persons are busy. -
time for a letter now and then--but they couldn't
s to RRobins, or join the Welcommittee, or pub-
N3F would just not benefld from doing something

Jike that. When I was "conscripted" without having to pay for

my membershilp,

T was fortunate that I had time to answer moet of

the Welcommittee letters I got etc.eto--because Bjlo didn't pick
gsomebody like Tucker or Willis to draft. If she picked anyone

l1ike Tucker or

Willis or Burbee or any BNF she'd have found her

joke falling flat., These people haven't the time for N3F,

P
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I think the c¢lub could benefit more by just buckling down (as
it 1s doing) and working on itself from the inside. This new
follow up bureau looks like a good thing.

The "inner circle" of FAPA could mezn any of a number of things.
Usually it méans the Brain Trusters (sece FANCYCLOPEDIA II). When
I mentloned it, I was referring to thw circle of Kteic-corresp-
ondents--William Rotseler’s malling list. The Kteic readsrs are
almost all FAPA members, and they (we, I guecss, beczuse I'm
one of them) are one of the most closad cirsieés in fandom, No-
body gets in unless he 1s a personel riiend of Rotesler's., That's
abcut as closed as yocu can get, I imaginz, Whsn Xielec was being
publiisned by mimeo a Tew years back I was on the cutside because
I1'd never met Rotseler. Now that it's teen revived I'a on the
ERiside . and T Idks 4,

Anders Froberg, Sundsvall, 3weden

SF Times published in Sweden can bte of much interest to the
fen. In the U.S. the fen allready know ihzs by getting the zine
S.F. Times Oyes, after the news is only-a few months old t00--Md }
but here it is different, Many fen cannot read Tuglish and they
are Interested in getting news from the fan world overseas, Aand
we (Sture Sedolin, Hallstrom, and I) will carry more news, and
things l1ike that, than the American edition. - We will also tran-
slate the con reports, :

Yes, ALIAS JESSE JAMES was a howler. But still funnier was SOMT
LIKE IT EOT with iarilyn Monroe, It 1ls the funniest film I have
seen in a year or so. The only complaint I can give is that it
was not 1in color,

But ALIAS JESSE JAMES, like el1ll foreign films, wes shown in
Swegdlsh, with corny translation strips at the bottom of the plec-
ture. OCrazy, because you can't look a*t the picture and read
these notes at the same time. And SOME LIKE IT HCT, I have read,
like many other Amerizan fiims, was made in two versions, one
for the American audiences, and the other for overseas audiences,
The overseas version fratures Marilyn in a2 much, MUCH shorter
dress and other things like that.

g Rzang Springfield, Illinols

I don't like the 1dea of placing anything on a fanzine's
cover but the title, ish, and number, and illo.

I remember George Wells saying Durkom is a snob because he
doesn't 1like anything. A snob supposedly is one who sutomstic~
ally disagrees with everything, end doesn’t like other people's
ideas. Are the british wrong because they drive on the left
side of the road and we drire on the right? Does theoat make them
snobs? | Asashh, we've got another snobbish bit going, this must
die before it erupts into trouble again-.-Mdf.

Ken Smith, Austin, Texas
My knowledge of Francals ls very limited, but honl soit qul
mal y pense--which of course translated means, "Honey, hand me
my suit and pants." Or something like that. I hate to get tec-
hnicalo ; -

Of coursw you're right, some people can not be tsught without
flrst destroying some little tidblt of kncwledge they accept

as truths I grant you thiu.



But the line is drawn thinly bétween the desire to correct a person
for.hid own benefit, and the desire to consider a person's feel-
ings. It depends on the situatlon, the imnorwance of the gzin

in knowledge in relation to the loss in ideals, And, Jf course,
before one can correct, one must be sure,.

Floyd Zwicky, Rockford, Illinois _ :
I received FOCUS #10 a while back, buit this is to inform
you that the Jewels were not enclosed. riicasa send them by return
mgil., I don't care if you smuggle them or saip thsm by telekin-
vesis. | It looks 1like Uncle Sammy's boys enjoy to keep things
~- for themselves, because others have comvlzined aocouat the lsck of
jewelery too. Maybe I'11 try to smuggle pornograrhic pictures,
which should prove eazier~-Md}.
I like David Prosser's art very much, May his shadowt never
grow less {if ‘he still has one, that is---ld}.
in the Feb., '59 issue of "Scientific American” was an art-
icle which Paul Shingleton should have read. It's stout pidgin
languages, and says there are ones based on French, Portuguecse,
and other languages, besides English, but those based on Erglish
are spoken by the greatest number of people, and are of several
kinds. There 1s a chinese pidgin, for instance, but the most pop-
ular 1s Melanasian pidpgin, spoken in the Sotth Pacific islands.
Pidgin languages are definitely not hephazardly arranged
words; they are real languages, with rules of pronunciation and
of order. Through the work of missionaries, Pidgin English has
a written form. Vowels are simple, pronounced as in Italian, a
few example are:

MELANASIAN PIDGIN - - _ SCURCE WORDS MTANING
BAGARIM AP : PUGGER 'I}" UP Sp WRECK
DISFELA THIS FELLOW : THIS
HAISIMAP H!IST 'Ii UP LEFT
MI ME , iVE
PLANT IM PLANT 'IM BURY
TINKTINK THINK-~THINK OPINION

This glves an 1dea of how the words =re formed. ' But they

are used partly according to English word. and partly according
-to native language order., Structure is simplified too,

Paul mentions some Australian slang that was mew to mr, dbut
then Australia does have some odd expressicns. 411 ccuntries have
such expressions, we even have pretty fancy stuff of our own in the
deep South--"Ef'n I knowed it wes you, I'd a retch out and wove."

Tom Milton's letter interested me. What in the world is a
pure Anglo-Saxon, and how would you go about proving it? 4nd if
the Germans are inferiour in any sense of modern accomplishment,
I would be interested to know where it is. However, let's not
give them more credit than is due. Of Tom's list, von Braun,
Wagner, Bach, and Ilarx were germans, but Steinmetz and Einstein
were Jews, Frued was an Austrdan, and Rembrandt znd ven Gogh were
both Dutehs :

And as for Barry Milroad, there's an easy way to get all
advertisers to make honest and logical claims for thelr products.
All you have to do 1s raise the national I.2. to the point where
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too few people will swallow the garbage they hand us. And until
they do that, I'm afraid we'll have to put vup with these damn lies,
half truths, phony medical claims, cosmetic ads full of sickening™
vanlty, pictures that show how your innards work etc.etc.:

Ken Smith writes a good letter., But (end you see I m on
both sides of the argument), he is trying to prove the truth of
thé Bible by quoting from the Bible, which is hardly good logilc,
isn't it? And he has fallen into that s&me trap which so many
have occupied before him, He has assumed that without religon
there can be no moral conduct or thinking, DNot so at all, my
boy. Read Jullan Huxley. There certai.ly are_people who s self-
respect will keep ihem on the ethical trask. +t is no difficult
task to demonstrate that unethical conduct is impractizal and se-
nseless, apart from any religious teachirgs. And 1t sounds 1in-
sulting to humanity to imply that the only thing that keeps 1t
good is a fear of hell, !

Ken is simply arguing in favor of gond as opposed to evil,
and where will he find an oppenent? I would suggest that 1f the
safety of your life, limb, and material property in the U.S. de-
pended on those of sincere religious counvi>tlous, vou'd better
buy a bunch of gnod strong padlocks and a shotgun,

Vincent P. Nowell talks of sf and such. So a western story
or an sf story is not a type of story but just a background? Me
boy, you are here talking =bout space opera. If vou can take a
western story, and shift it to another locale znd still have a
story, then you didn't have a western in the first place. Seme

¥+hing with sf, 'if the alien element 1s not necessary to the plot
of the story, then you don't have an sf story., Take the usual:
boy meets girl, girl gets into a mlxup, boy rescues girly boy
gets girl. With this plot, nothing on Earth can make the story
a western or sf or anxthing else., But mainly, sf 1= gpeculative,
“1t asKs? "WMhaBifio.?

Arthur Sellings, London, England

I haven't had anything in F&SF yet, 1t must be Arthar Porges
you're thinking of. {FProbably, I also have the hablt of confus-
ing stories by Ed Ludwig and Edward Vellen, telling Ludwig I liked
comething he wrote which was really done by Wellen--Mdl. 1I've
found that selling to the big 3 hinders one from selling to the
others; perhaps one's style gets directed more to ene mag than
another. Notlce that it happens with many other writers, dike
Marion Z. Bradley in F&SF, Eric Frank Russell in Astounding,
Sheckly and Pohl in Galaxy. Galaxy gets first look at my stuff.
There are only those 3 that pay decent rates these days, so un-
less I write something whizh I think has a good chance with Hor-
ace Gold, I prefer to sell here. And Ted Cernell is much more
eclectic with his policy, with the result that his mags N7/ WORLDS
and SCIENCE FANTASY are much more interesting than many U.S. ones.
But, you know, British popular publishing is pretty mediocre and
unadventerous, AUTHEKTIC was making money when it was folded
by the publishers,bbecause it was the only mag left they publi-
shed, after switching to pbs. This notwithstanding that their
distribution channels are just the same for mags as pbs., I know
Ted (E.C.) Tubb, and he was most disappointed at having a paying
mag taken out from under him. Ted Carnell is an old friend of
mine too. ' .
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Clay Hemlin, Bangor,Malne _ 1 ¥ v :

Oh, sure Gem Carr and I won't get into any arguments, not
really. I do know her lots better than that. Heaven knows I
have no intention of starting any fights, and I won't give her
the chance. |Famous last words--id{.

Convention? Well I'm considering it seriously., Cnly met
one fan in person so far, and if she 1s anything like the rest
it will be wofith attending at least ome con. Why not .this? Hope
to see you and many others there if I go, :

This will wertainly puzzle you, and it may not make any sense,
but there is nothing whatsoever legally wrong with any of Bo
Stentors' illos. I have some many, in fact I have a very fine

-one in the Gazette, and' they are atl wichin the law. The illu-
strations are not nearly so important as the intent, and the
suggestion. Pose, expression, and things like that, (Well I
f£ind nothing objectionable with Stenfors either, but I can't
see where Prosser's cover on #10 can be classed as pornogra-
phic--Md{.

Uncle Alan Dodd, Hoddesdon, Herts., England
I received a cheque fir a guinea l=st week--about three udl-
lars in American currency--for my "literary efforts'" to a mag-
azine: PICTURE SHOW, which I sent a letter of comment too and
they printed it. {§Too bad they don't have the =same policy with
the U.S. prozines--the old FUTURE (as e pulp) used to pay $2.00
for every letter they used, but this practice was soon abondened.
Wherever vou live iIn ®ngland you can only get two tv stations
on your set--fhe BBC, which is the main station, and the I.T.V.
which is the commercial tv station. The BBC covers the whole of
England with its one program, but the I.T.V. is divided up into
seperate areas, because the transmitters are so powerful, That
means that near lLondon we get a different commercial station
than the others do up north. We have "77 Sunset Strip" while
the northern statlons don't receive it. (I wonder if you're
treated to any of the fAmerlcan c¢rooked tv quizzes too=-Md{ .
Television here 1s limited for each station to have a maximum
of 50 hours a week., Naturally both vie for the other in com-
petition, by putting the best shows on in the evenlngs and week-
ends.,
Think of the agony you have of having seven different stations
to choode  from, Why I'd keep turning that dial around like a
combination of a safe trying to choose something. I'd never be
satigfied with what was on, with so much else to choose from,
It really isn'y as exciting as it may seem, since the dial I'm
twisted most frequently 1is the tne that says ON-OFF, and usuelly
to the latter position. ;
It's probably more difficult to get into the U.S. for the En-
glish than vice-versa. There are so many regulations, declara-
tion; stc.etc. you have to slgn saying you won't try and over-
throw ghe U.S. government {Well in the shape that it's in now, I
don't see how much more damage can be done to it--Maf. «nd then
you have to have a personal interview with a member of the Amer-
ican Embassy to get permission and vaccinations and...but the
list is endless,” I fear, 4And of counse the prices are higher
in the U.S. than here. § I don't care, in FAYAC it saild you vis-
ited the Bay area, and I trust in FANAC--Mdl.
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Last week I saw BLONLE IN BONDAGE, a Swedlish film made in
Stockholm, but with ‘merican voiees--probably dubbed., They had a
strip-teaser in the f£ilm too, but she didn‘t take off much--just

tthe outer dress and gloves, and the audience has to be easily.
satisfied with it. : -

Robert N. Lambeck, Birmingham, Michigan

During the surmer, which I was at Summer School in Connect-
icut, we went to visit Yale one Friday. I saw the two linear
accelerators they have (like cyclotrons, except that they' re
¢ 1renlaes) . _ -

The small one was bwhind 3inzh metal doora, One ~omnment so-
meone saud was: "What worrics me is what's so poweriul they have
to keep it behind every dcor?” Wa Lad Llote of fum.wrineldceall
around the thing wn'le the guide Rept gellinz somesthing about a
22,000 volt charge on all evjpcsedimetal evatatese
Gad, those tubes thev had were hot; g.owiig 1li1ke a salamander with
a hotfoot, They also squealed very unlzzlye.

They're working on some neat project thelr. Slapping an
oxygen isotope ion into U--235 and making a bomb out-of Hhait s
effectively a transuranic element, which shouid make one hell of
a bang if it goes the way it should.

Jane Carruther, Columbus, Chio

I don't see why it is that sf fans spend so much time working
on these amatuer magazines [fanzines, shz means--Md} when they
could help the field so much more by trying to write science fic-
tion. It seema to me that every time I pick up & mag the same
0ld names are on the contents page, especislly this bob Silver-
burg. | 4As I understand it, Silverburg: rents spate for hils name
in mags, he can write a good story too; sometimes, it's Just that
was a tremendous output like his, thé majority of it has te-be
hack work--Mdf.

Do you trade moples of HOCUS with any of the magezines? If
you did it would be an easy way to earn free copies. { Mo, I don't
indulge in svueh a practice, snd I don't .beleiwve that any fanzinr’
do, after all, fanzines are put out for fun and ego-boo, vrozines
are putting out for a more realistic reason:,making money, and #*a
like to see one zine that isn’t--Mdl.
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FOR CLE4N GOVERNMENT
AND CORRUPT TAX OFFICIALS (THEY'LL WORK FOR YOU)
BE SURE TO C,iST YOUR VOTE FOR THE DESERVING
CANDIDATE, YOU KNOW WHO THE DESERVING CANDIDATE
TS, DONST. YOUe?e Wi IT'S

BrOtHeR fRaNk JaReS

The only one fit Ffewy thT {Job.

Remember his motto--remember his name....lt's not one
to be forgotten..

Show your spirit by casting your ballot for the right one...
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